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PBOGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Tamponing the Trachea. 

J. Michael ( Berlin. klin. Woch., Sept. 10, 1888) described in the Deutsche 
vied. Woch., 1882, a method of tamponing the trachea by placing compressed 
sponge around the canulu and covering it with parchment foil. This cover 
lie regards an essential portion of the procedure, as without it, the sponge acts 
as a filter and allows fluids to trickle into the bronchial tract. Hence the 
failure of the tamponade with uncovered sponge. Michael recommends the 
surgeon to compress his own sponge in preference to using the bought article 
in the shops, which he has found unreliable for this purpose. The com¬ 
pressed sponge is to he saturated in situ with water or glycerine injected from 
a hypodermatic syringe, the nozzle of which pierces the covering without 
detriment to the process. 

He has thus tamponed a case of sphacelating laryngeal carcinoma for 
fifteen months, with three perforations between the trachea and oesophagus, 
with five weeks’ intermission after the perforations had closed; and after the 
patient’s death from marasmus the trachea was found intact and the lungs 
sound. He also recommends covering the canuln with drain tubes when the 
wound is large enough. This method is absolutely safe. It likewise pre¬ 
vents ulceration from the end of the canula. In removing these tampons 
Michael recommends the adoption of the position with the head pendant so 
that any fluid above the tampon escape by the mouth and the fistula. 

Cure of Exophthalmic Goitre by Relief to Intranasal Disease. 

Hopmann completes (Berlin, klin. Woch., Oct. 15, 1888) the record of a 
case reported by him in 18S4 in the Tagcblatl dcr 5S. Vnsammlung Deutscher 
Katurforscher und JErztc zu Stra.v>burg, in which the treatment of a concomi¬ 
tant rhinopharyngitis sicca cured a case of Basedow's disease in a woman 
forty years of age. He refers to similar cases reported later by Hack and by 
Fhiukel, cured by treatment of the opposite condition, stenosis of the nasal 
passages from hyperplastic turbinated bodies. 
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On Pastes. 

The object of pastes, as GRUENDLER states (MonaUhefie fur praklhciic 
Dermalologie. No. 20, 188S), is twofold: the absorption of the secretions and 
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excretions, and the deposition of a powdery residue which serves to fix the 
medicament on to the skin. To determine which powder or powders were 
best adapted for these purposes experiments were made testing the absorptive 
power of the individual powders with water and oil, and with, as to the most 
important substances, the following results: 

Weight of water. Weight of oil. 

Magnesium carbonate takes up . . 5} times 71 times. 


Kieselgur (a silicious substance) takes up 

31 


3* “ 

Kaolin takes up. 
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Zinc oxide takes up. 
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Talc takes up. 
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Creta takes up. 
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Amylum takes up. 
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Lycopodium takes up ... 
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0 “ 

Magnesium carbonate stands first ou the list in absorptive power, but fails 
to fulfil the second condition, for when mixed with fatty substances, instead 

of a good drying paste of proper consistence there results 

a soft, sticky 


cement. As a simple dusting powder for the purpose of absorbing discharges, 
however, it is unexcelled. It will be seen that the several substances com¬ 
monly employed in the preparation of pastes, Buch as kaolin, zinc oxide, and 
starch, meet,-in a great measure at least, the conditions. Lycopodium, which 
as a dusting and absorptive powder is so generally used, is practically without 
value, as its absorption of water is, even under exceptionally favorable con¬ 
ditions, hut slight, while oil is not absorbed at all. 

Purpura Hemorrhagica. 

Milligan reports {Lancet, October 13, 1888) a case of hemorrhagic pur¬ 
pura with fatal termination. The patient was a stout, middle-aged, able- 
bodied man, of good history and habits. After several days of rheumatic 
pains, purpuric spot3 made their appearance, first on the legs and. then on the 
arms. The pains ceased as soon as the eruption had appeared. The first 
eight days the disease was apparently retrogressing, but on the ninth day he 
was suddenly seized with severe pains in the right side of the abdomen. 
Toward night these diminished somewhat, but early the following morning 
there was a marked exacerbation of pain, with dulness on percussion. The pain 
persisted, and the patient passed rapidly into fatal collapse. A post-mortem ex¬ 
amination disclosed a healthy condition of all the organs. The lower half of the 
small intestine was extremely congested, and toward the ileo-cmcal valve was 
almost black; the caecum and ascending colon were also of a very dark color. 
On opening the intestines the above parts were found to contain a large amount 
of more or less disorganized blood. The striking point about the case, as the 
author adds, was the comparatively mild type of the cutaneous symptoms, in¬ 
dicating in no way the grave character of the malady. 

The Spread of Leprosy. 

From the literature and personal investigation Peterson {Monatsheftefnr 
praktifchc Dermatologic, No. 20, 1888} has collected data showing a gradual 
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increase and dissemination of leprosy throughout Russia. In the past sixteen 
years in St. Petersburg alone the records show forty-three cases, which for 
evident reasons probably represent but a proportion. He is forced to the con¬ 
clusion that the disease is due to the bacillus so often described, and that it is 
spread by contact, the bacillus requiring, however, for its development certain 
other, as yet unknown, conditions. In view of the possibility of its communi¬ 
cation from man to man, the author believes isolation of those affected 
proper and justifiable. 

Sodium Ethylate i.v the Treatment of Lupus. 

Attention is again directed ( British Medical Journal, October 6, 18S8) to the 
application of a solution of sodium ethylate as a valuable remedy in the 
treatment of lupus by L. A. Taylor. In the case cited the disease had 
begun in early childhood and still persisted at the age of fifty-eight, the 
affected area (the face) being quite extensively and destructively involved. 
Thorough curetting, under chloroform, was practised by the writer several 
times, but while the patient was somewhat benefited, the disease continued 
active and progressive. Ethylate of sodium was applied to the remaining 
islets with encouraging result. This was applied once daily for three con* 
secutive dayB. Several days later the scabs or crusts, which had formed, 
loosened and fell off, leaving a perfectly healthy surface beneath. New foci, 
as they appeared, were sirailiarly treated, and in this manner the disease was 
kept under control and its further progress prevented. The application is 
attended with but little pain, and thi3 is transitory. During the time the 
solution is being applied water is not to be allowed to touch the parts. 

Treatment of Callosities. 

In the Afunchener vxedidnischc Wochenschrift, No. 28,1888, Roesen* describes 
his method for the successful treatment of warts, corns, and other callosities. 
The growth or patch is moistened with an antiseptic solution, and then thickly 
covered with salicylic add. Moist borated lint, in several layers, is placed 
over this, and the whole covered with gutta-percha tissue and bandaged. 
This is allowed to remain undisturbed for five days, at the end of which 
time the dressing is removed, and the thickened epidermis is usually found 
shrunken and loosened from the underlying parts. In callosities of high 
grade it may be necessary to repeat the treatment. The writer states that 
he has never seen a caustic effect from the application. 

The Etiology of Alopecia Areata. 

In the past several years H. Leloir ha3 had ( Bulletin de FAcademic de 
Mcdecine, June 26,1888) under observation 142 cases of alopecia areata. In 50 
of these the most thorough e-nmination, clinically and microscopically, failed 
to show the slightest evidence of any predisposing or exciting cause for the 
disease. 

Xu 36 cases the patients were of a markedly nervous temperament, and 
various nervous symptoms had preceded the appearance of the bald patches. 

In a few of the latter cases he examined, histologically, the peripheral aud 
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cutaneous nerves taken from the patches; in one case all the signs of a de¬ 
generative atrophic neuritis were found; in another apparently similar case 
the cutaneous nerves showed no change. 

In 21 cases there was sufficient basis for the belief in the contagiousness of 
the disease. His examinations for parasites were practically negative. In 
one instance, in the corium, were seen small, granule-like bodies, which 
could be mistaken for the microccoci described by Robinson as the cause of 
the disease, but they proved to he the so-called “mast-cells.” Numerous 
inoculations of lower animals were also without result. The author believes, 
evidently, in the existence of at least two varieties of alopecia areata one con¬ 
tagious (parasitic) and the other tropho-neurotic, but confesses that as yet 
there are no known clinical or anatomo-patbological characters which would 
serve to differentiate. 

Stroma, Scrofula, and Tuberculosis from a Dermatological 
Standpoint. 

Leloir considers at some length {Bulletin Medical, July 1 and 4,1888) the 
conditions known as struma, scrofula, and tuberculosis. The first is usually 
transitory, and to be looked upon as a normal physiological state of early 
life; if it persists, it constitutes the so-called lymphatic temperament, which, 
in itself, is not pathological, hut predisposing. It is characterized, anatomi¬ 
cally, by dilatation of the lymphatic spaces of the cutaneous structure. In 
this state there is a strong disposition to catarrhal troubles, impetigo, and 
eczema, and a good soil is furnished for the lodgement and multiplication of 
parasites. 

In regard to scrofula, if tuberculous disorders and the so-called strumous 
state are taken from it, very little, if anything, remains. As the author adds, 
the “ king’s evil ” of the older writers is but a local tuberculosis. Lupus 
vulgaris is also, beyond all cavil, a tubercular lesion. In fact, all the various 
local lesions which have been considered as scrofulous are of a tuberculous 
nature, and in order that general infection—tuberculosis—may be prevented, 
active therapeutic measures are urgently demanded. 

A Case of Tubercle-inoculation. 

Von During gives the notes [Monaldie/le fur prahttsche Dermatologic, No. 
22, 1888) of an apparently clear example of tubercular inoculation. The 
patient, a girl, aged fourteen years, of good antecedent and family history, 
at least so far as pertained to tubercular diseases, transferred the ear-rings 
from a companion, who had just died of phthisis, to her own person. 
Although her ears had been pierced she had not lately been wearing appen¬ 
dages. The ears, therefore, soon became somewhat tender and sore, but she 
continued to wear the ear-rings. A superficial ulcer gradually developed. 
The glands of the left side of the neck became hardened and swollen, and the 
overlying skin in places ulcerated, and these various ulcerative lesions, when 
the patient came under the writer’s observation, a year and a half after her 
companion’s death, presented every indication of a tubercular character. 
A cough was also present, and on percussion, beginning dulness of the left 
apex was discovered. The sputa and scrapings from, the lesions on the ear 
and neck were examined, and the presence of the tubercle-bacillus disclosed. 
At the time of the report the patient was in the last stages of phthisis. 



